16 October 1970 


Dear Harold: 


First of all, on the chance that you might not 
otherwise see it, 'we're enclosing a copy of Fred Cook's 
review of two books in the current Saturday Review. Don't 
return it. We have another copy and have made still another 
for Hal when he gets back. 

As Cook indicates, the Newman book on LHO is 
rubbish — at least 95 per cent. We have seen a copy and 
looked through it briefly. Cook accurately describes Newman's 
determinaton to prove that Oswald was really after Gen. 
Walker, etc. This is an expensively produced and printed 
book, and we can only assume the possibility that it was 
subsidized as a possibly useful distraction or red herring. 
Same publisher as Milton Brener's book on Garrison — also 
an expensive job. 

We have not seen the Kaiser bofek on the RFK 
assassination, but you will note the price of $9*95, so 
the possibility of another subsidy job has to be kept in 
mind. Dutton, however, is a better known publisher and 
I would think less likely to be roped in on such a deal. 

If it IS a subsidized job (and I don't yet think it is, 
because I haven't seen it) I would say it could be designed 
to serve much the same purpose as Inquest in the JFK case — 
that is, admit to some holes in the official story but not 
go all the way and in effect demarcate a new line of defense 
for those upholding the official story. I'm not saying 
Inquest was so designed, merely that it so served. 

We are of course interested <rin the Kaiser book 
on Sirhan because it is built, apparently, around the same 
hypothesis we arrived at within a few days after the RFK 
killing. We mentioned it to no one until a rather sharp 
reporter from my office, not at all conspiracy-minded, 
came back from covering Sirhan' s arraignment in Los An- 
geles. He volunteered what amounted to confirmation of 
our inferential impression that Sirhan was behaving in 
anything but a normal fashion, even for a Jordanian 
immigrant boy. "He's a strange little man," said the 
returning reporter. "Acts perfectly natural part of the 
time, and then will suddenly shift into a sort of trance- 
like state." He asked me what I thought, so I told him 
(and I'm sure he's long ago forgotten about it) that 
students of the assassinations had subjected the preceding 
three to analysis for the possibility of the Manhhurian 
Candidate principle being present. Someone tried to fit 
Oswald ainto this pattern, but there was little in his 
bj^haviogp to suggest he was under hypnosis. As you 
pointed^out, he blew his cover in New Orleans, and pre- 
sumably was trying to make a comeback in Dallas, and so 
found himself set up as he himself said, as a patsy. 
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As for the Malcolm X killing, not very much really is known 
about that, but enough to conclude tentatively that a simple 
hired mob job considered quite good enough to get rid of 

such an uppity nigger and that no one saw any necessity of 
calling in anything fancy such as someone under hypnosis. 

Not was hypnosis needed to keep James Earl Ray in line. 

He was on the lam. He would do as he was told. 

In the case of Sirhan, however, it appeared obvious from 
the beginning that something much more exotic and subtle was 
at work than in the other three cases. We considered every 
possibility we could think of, but always returned to the 
working hypothesis of hypnotic programming as the only one 
covering all the inherent contradictions in the known facts 
about the erratic behavior of this timid little Arab who was 
supposed to have pullied off all by himself such a violent and 
suicidal mission. 

My friend at the office said nothing to all this, bbviously 
out of courtesy, and has not mentioned it again. However, the 
more we hear and read about Sirhan, particularly since he has 
been up here at San Quentin, the more we are convinced that 
he is still under some such influence at times. If Cook's 
review of the Kaiser book is representative, it appears that 
Kaiser reached a similar conclusion — on the basis of much 
more detailed knolwedge of the case, of course — BEFORE the 
two recent developments which greatly strengthen such a 
theory. These are the reported existence of more bullet 
holes and bullets than Sirhan' s revolver carried, and the 
presence of the security guard trailing RFK who some claim 
could have fired the fatal shot at a range close enough to 
satisfy the coroner's report about powder burns. (Hal says 
the people plugging the security guard theory are suspect in 
the minds of a good many local students in LA). 

On the last page of fcfifX your good letter of the 12th you 
discuss the imminence of guerrilla warfare, and you probably 
know that a good many people in the establishment agree with 
you on this, and that their answer is to get toughif. You are 
quite right, the people in New Orleans are left only the 
unacceptable and the unbearable as a choice. It seems to me 
that the administration's answer is: So what ? What can they 
do about it except commit mass suicide ? So let them. 

You are also right in pointing out that the youhg have no 
Mao or Che they can follow. I think the American Mao will 
appear at the right time, but he will have to have a different 
answer than either Mao or Che, one that suits American 
conditions, and I frankly cannot yet imagine what that 
answer is going to be unless there is a murderous depression 
that so wrecks the general standard of living that far 
vaster numbers of people are going to be in a revolutionary 
mood than at present. If I understand history at all, no 
revolution — and particularly any revolution ^tinged with 
Marxism in any considerable way — can get going until the 
majority of people see nojc other way out. 
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In the meantime there are lessons to be learned from both 
Mao and Che, and I'm not sure the young have learned them at all. 
Mao never even approached success until he forgot what he had 
learned from Russian Communism and based his policy on Chines ~e 
conditions. In case you've forgotten, the Chinese Reds tried 
to base their revolution on a rather non-existent urban 
proletariat in the 1920s, and this ended in the twin disasters 
of the battle of Ch'angsha and Chiang Kai-shek's betrayal at 
Shanghai in 192?. The reds retreated to the wilderness of 
south China, and there adopted Mao's strategy of basing the 
revolution on the area where the most people and human misery 
were concentrated, the countryside. Chiang realized yfhat 
was up, waged relentless civil war in the early 1930s in which 
millions were slaughtered. He drove the Reds to the Long March, 
which took them to another wilderness in Shensi, where they 
re-applied Mao's pkxehxk principles of basing the revolution 
on the rural peasantry, where they built up their strength until 
in the wake of the Japanese occupation and World War II they 
could take over. The general atmosphere was one of such despair 
that their program* looked better by that time even to city folk 
than they chaos in which they had lived for so long. Mao's 

principle is his familiar saying that revolutionaries must 
operate among the people as a fish swims through yater. This 
was possible among the Chinese rural peasants, and it is why 
he succeeded. It is why Che failed, iais&s because his shoestring 
band in Bolivia was a conglomeration of people from all sorts 
of Latin American nations, not just Bolivians. 

The scene in the United States is wildly different. Rural 
America is of course vastly changed since I grew up on a Missouri 
farm, but it is no more capable of rallying to a revolution now 
than were the bourgeoisie of Shanghai in 1927. That leaves the 
cities, and while the young know and quote Mao's saying about 
swimming among the people, I see no indication that they 
realize its full implications. In the Negro ghetto, certainly®, 
blacks can operate; but can this ghetto support guerrilla 
activity involving whites as well ? And a city can quickly 
be isolated and starged out. That was the trouble with Mao 
Tze-tung. Assuming you could find him, you couldn't starve him 
out because he had the people with him, and you pannot isolate 
a whole flood plain or province or other large geographical 
entity containing a food-producing population — at least Chiang 
Kai-shek never was able to do it after World War II because his 
troops just went over to the Reds sooner or later. We have a 
long way to go in this country before such general demoralization 
and chaos are reached, although it could be sooner than one would 
like to think. 
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Now to Hal. We have heard nothing further from him, but 
expects him back probably this weekend on the basis of a 
remark we think we heard him make about having two weeks 
vacation. We shall of course let you know of anything he 
has to say, especially if he does not stop and see you en 
route home . 

Right here let me say how much we appreciate your 
confidence in us and assure you it will be respected. IJ4 
that vein, I think we should agree that neither of us 
should indicate to Hal in any way that this discussion has 
gone on. He could be deeply hurt by it, particularly if he 
should learn about it in some unfortunate way. He has access 
to our assassination files, so if you can remember to do so 
it would be well to put anything further you may have to say 
about him on separate sheets. 

It's typical of him that he never has mentioned the 
brother £o us, nor the existence of the older man from 
whom he is supposed to have enticed Cheryl. We have no 
idea who it could be, and probably would be none the wiser if 
we did. 

If I were you I yrould not let Hal's silences in his 
present state bother me. As you know, he is capable of 
great and all-consuming concentration, and this facility 
is operating full blast at present, to say the least. He 

has not shown his present preoccupation to me so much 

although he has been quite frank about saying he is "serious", 
— but in other ways has let Jenifer understand how fully 
he considers himself committed. There have been telephone 
conversations where he could talk pf nothing else. 

We think, both of us, that fundamentally he is greatly 
embarrassed and divided in his loyalties in the case of Paul 
Hoch. He finds it impossible to believe that Paul would be 
an in any way a party to a sell-out o£ snow job, and yet, 
he cannot dismiss your shhrply defined criticisms. We 
ourselves share this to some extent, unable to conceive 
how Paul could lend himself to such an off-the-track 
enterprise, and certainly unable to dispose of your 
arguments. We think that if Hal has been slow to deal 
with this problem in his correspondence with you it has been 

due more to embarrassment and frustration than and, of 

course, something much bigger on his mind — so that he has 
unconsciously delayed and prosrastinated where ordinarly he 
would not. 

We agree with you on the objective comiicidence of the 
Alvarez project with the state of hkk your own affairs, and 
as you have said, this sort of thing has happened before. 
However, this would be an entirely new role for Paul, and 
until considerable more evidence is in I would file it 
among the coincidences, keeping a watchful eyeiy on it, of 
course, and try not to let it worry me too m\jch. 


I 

I 
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You mention how little we all know of Hal. This is certainly 
true of us, amazingly so, considering how long we have worked 
with him and how much we have been drawn to this most unusual 
young man from the start — not merely because we happened to 
be interested in the same thing, but because of himself as a 
person. He just doesn't talk about himself ordinarily, 
presumably from long habit acquired either from his family 
background or from his Army experience. And I think the one 
thing he has told us which you might not already know is 
that in the Army he was in G2, explaining much of his 
analytical bent, possibly also some of his caution and 
unfailing correctness in conversation. 

For instance, we had known him at least two years before 
he said something one day to let us know he was Jewish. Perhaps 
he had me doped out as a wasp — it's true I come from wasp 
stock but it's also true i g m a third generation agnostic so 
a good deal of any inherent washpxnghsssx washpishness was 
suppressed as far as possible, and Jenifer is of course 
entirely cosmopolitan in her background and outlook. Anyway, 
we had attended a meeting with Hal at which Jonn Christian 

(the only time we've met him, and once is enough) engaged in 
one of his flights during which he insulted everyone in the 
room and also managed to insult Jews as Jews. I was fuming 
about this afterward and Hal asked, "What Jews ?" I named 
those who could have been Jews, and he added quietly that he 
was Jewish too. We could have wished that he had told us 
this; sooner, because it went far to explain hs& intelligence , 
his sensitivity and his guts. 

He also aaid something once which led us to conclude that 
his parents had immigrated to this country, which I think 
explains a good deal of his seeming aloofness and reserve, 
even some of his tunnel vision in extreme cases and his 
singlemindedR devotion to whatever is on his mind. At 
first, we thought this might be a manifestation of the common 
American trait of narcissism — in the sense that narcissism 
is a stage we all go through when we know only ourselves and 
know absolutely NO one else, and from which some individuals 
never emerge, but remain basically isolated from real contact 
with other people. 

This of course is not true with Hal. He has more than a 
normal supply of empathy when it's turned on. I sugggst he 
is a product of that generation gap so common among Nisei and 
second-generation Chinese in this country. They grow up in 
two worlds and under two value systems — that of their parents 
in the immigrant home, and that of the world outside — school, 
playground, society in general. Many never feel they belong 
feo either world. I don't think Hal has been affected that much, 
but somewhere along the line he learned to be closemouthed 
about himself, probably because he got kicked in the teeth 
one way or another when he wasn't. 


i 
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We hope very much that the Sheryl affair will not blow 
up on him, because we both sense he has been searching, since 
long before Cheryl. In regard to her, you'll recall I said 
early in this correspondence that she either was what she seemed 
— a very nice, quiet girl, or a consumnate actress. In view 
of the Kaiser book I now have to mentions* one other and most 
unpleasant possibility, that she could be functioning under some 
influence which she may not be entirely aware of. I doubt 
this, and bring it up only because it seems conceivable and 
to neglect it could be dangerous. Certainly during the one 
time we saw her we saw absolutely nothing to suggest she was 
not behaving entirely normally. But objectively both the 
older man and Hal could be training assignments, let us say. 

The trouble is, of course, we know so little. Perhaps we'll 
know more and be in a better position to have an opinion when 
Hal gets back. 

I apologize for runming on at this length. You have the 
assurance that there is unlikely to be a repetition, since 
we're finishing up two weeks vacation during which we just 
stayed at home, taking it easy, and catching up on a few 
things. When I'm working at the office I have neither the 
time, the strength, nor the will to write at such excessive 
length. But we will try to keep you informed of anything 
relevant after Hal gets back. 

Let's all hope for the best. He has great potential for 
love and happiness, and it would be tragic for it to be wasted. 

Sincerely, 



jdw 


